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INTRODUCTION

As the most successful slave-trading nation, Britain was responsible for carrying millions of
black Africans from their homeland, to be sold into slavery across the Atlantic. This terrible
traffic in human beings was challenged by a small group of dedicated Abolitionists lead by
William Wilberforce. William Wilberforce was born in Hull in 1759 and his birthplace is now a
Museum.

This pack has been compiled from Hull museums collections, and is designed to provide you
with ideas and information to help your study into William Wilberforce and the British slave
trade.

The pack uses different sources and object investigations to illustrate this terrible trade. It also
focuses on the lives of individuals such as William Wilberforce and Olaudah Equiano and their
contribution towards the Abolition of Slavery.

Adaptation and Differentiation

All classes are different with a huge range of learning needs and styles; this pack can only act
as a guide and stimulus for ways of working with this subject within the classroom. The
activity worksheets can be used as they are, but please feel free to adapt them to suit the
needs and interests of your particular class and individual pupils.

National Curriculum Links
This pack and the activities contained in it are designed to support:

KS2 History — QCA Unit 20 — Why do we remember...

KS3 History — QCA Unit 15 — Black Peoples of America

KS3 History — QCA Unit 22 — The role of the individual for good or evil
KS3 Citizenship — QCA Unit 3 — Human Rights

KS4 Citizenship — QCA Unit 1 — Human Rights




Chronology of Slavery and Abolition




Describe the object: (what is it? How has it been made? How would it have been used?)

Why is this object an important piece of evidence? Give two reasons.
This object shows us that...

And also that...

Write down your own point of view about the object, describe your own feelings about it.
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Name of Object: Sugar Nippers
Date of object: circa. 1800
Maker: Unknown

Materials : Metal

Describe the object: (what s it? How has it been made? How would it have been used?)

Why is this object an important piece of evidence? Give two reasons.
This object shows us that...

And also that...

Write down your own point of view about the object, describe your own feelings about it.




Name of Object: Jamaica Rum Bottle
Date of object: Unknown
Maker: C. B & W. H. Truman

Materials : Glass

Describe the object: (what s it? How has it been made? How would it have been used?)

Why is this object an important piece of evidence? Give two reasons.
This object shows us that...

And also that...

Write down your own point of view about the object, describe your own feelings about it.
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What is the document about: (how do you interpret the source?)

Does this document confirm or contradict any other sources? (which source and how?)

Write down your own point of view about the document; describe your own feelings about it.

Do you think the document is bias? (if so why?)

Why is this document an important piece of evidence? Give two reasons.
This document tells us that...

And also that...

www.hullcc.gov.uk/museums



Document Investigation Sheet (Continued)







Description of a Slave Ship










Valley Plantation, St Johns 1787

Inventory of Slaves Transcription



















OLAUDAH EQUIANO 1745-1797

Olaudah Equiano was one of the most prominent black British and American
writers in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, at a time when Parliament
passed legislation to abolish the slave trade (1807) and to abolish slavery
throughout the British Empire (1833).

Equiano was born in 1745 in what is now Nigeria. He was sold into slavery by a
raiding tribe at the age of 11 and shipped first to Barbados and then to Virginia.
He was later sold on and worked in England and on English ships.

As a slave he was forced to change his name to Gustavus Vassa. It was the
custom of slave traders to give slaves new names. These names would often be
biblical or those of European heroes. During his period of enslavement he

educated himself and was converted to Christianity.

After several years as a slave Equiano was able to buy his freedom in 1766, for
£40. He continued to work on English ships or in London. He also began to
campaign for the abolition of slavery. In 1786 he worked with the Quakers on a
project to help other freed slaves. The aim was to establish a colony in Sierra
Leone. Equiano was appointed Commissary for Stores.

In 1789 he published his autobiography, 'The Interesting Narrative of the Life of
Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa the African'. It details life in his African
village, the conditions aboard the slave ships, his life as a slave and his
experiences once he had gained his freedom. It tells of the brutal punishments

he received and his reaction to new experiences that he encountered.




Following the publication of his book in 1789 Equiano travelled

around Britain, both to publicise it and to speak out against slavery. The towns
and cities he visited included Birmingham, Edinburgh, Belfast, Leeds and Hull.
He also travelled to Liverpool, a slave trading port. The book was successful,
running to nine editions by the time of his death in 1797.

Further Reading

Vincent Carretta (ed.),
‘The Interesting Narrative and Other Writings',
(London, 1995)

Paul Edwards (Ed.),
‘The Life of Olaudah Equiano'
(Longman, 1988)

Paul Edwards (Ed.),
‘Equiano's Travels',
(Heineman, 1974)

Peter Fryer,
‘Staying Power: The History of Black People in Britain',
(London, 1984)

James Walvin (Ed.),
'‘An African's Life: The Life and Times of Olaudah Equiano, 1745-1797',
(Cassell, 1998)

James Walvin,
'‘Black and White - The Negro and English Society 1555-1945",
(Allen Lane, The Penguin Press, 1973)




THE NEGRO’S COMPLAINT BY WILLIAM COWPER (1788)

FORCED from home and all its pleasures,
Afric's coast | left forlorn;

To increase a stranger's treasures,

O'er the raging billows borne.

Men from England bought and sold me,
Paid my price in paltry gold;

But. though slave they have enroll'd me,
Minds are never to be sold.

Still in thought as free as ever,
What are England's rights, | ask,
Me from my delights to sever,

Me to torture, me to task?

Fleecy locks and black complexion
Cannot forfeit Nature's claim

Skins may differ, but affection
Dwells in white and black the same.

Why did all-creating Nature

Make the plant for which we toil?
Sighs must fan it, tears must water.
Sweat of ours must dress the soil.
Think, ye masters, iron-hearted.
Lolling at your jovial boards ;

Think how many backs have smarted
For the sweets your cane affords !

Is there, as ye sometimes tell us,
Is there One who reigns on high?
Has He bid you buy and sell us,
Speaking from his throne, the sky?
Ask Him, if your knotted scourges,
Matches, blood-extorting screws,




Are the means that duty urges,
Agents of his will to use?

Hark! He answers: - wild tornadoes,
Strewing yonder sea with wrecks,
Wasting towns, plantations, meadows,
Are the voice with which He speaks:
He, foreseeing what vexations

Afric's sons should undergo,

Fix'd their tyrants' habitations

Where his whirlwinds answer - No.

By our blood in Afric wasted,

Ere our necks received the chain;

By the miseries that we tasted,
Crossing in your barks the main;

By our sufferings, since ye brought us
To the man-degrading mart;

All sustain'd by patience, taught us
Only by a broken heart ! -

Deem our nation brutes no longer,
Till some reason ye shall find
Worthier of regard, and stronger
Than the colour of our kind.

Slaves of gold, whose sordid dealings
Tarnish all your boasted powers,
Prove that you have human feelings,
Ere you proudly question ours !

William Cowper.

Poetry set to popular tunes was one way of stirring opinion against slavery and
the slave trade. Thousands of copies were printed by the Abolition Society. It
was heard at society gatherings and in the streets and public houses as a
ballad.




WILLIAM WILBERFORCE 1759 — 1833

William Wilberforce was born in Hull on 24th August 1759, the only son of a Hull
merchant whose wealth derived from the Baltic trade. The family had originally
come from the village of Wilberfoss near York. William attended Hull Grammar
School but his Hull schooldays were cut short by the death of his father and he
was placed in the care of his uncle and aunt at Wimbledon. He later attended
Pocklington Grammar School and St. John's College, Cambridge, where he met
William Pitt, the future Prime Minister. William became interested in politics and
was elected MP for Hull in 1780. Four years later he became MP for Yorkshire,

a very influential position.

Wilberforce enjoyed the theatres, clubs and parties of London society and was
quickly accepted for his wit, charm and conversation. However he was soon to
turn his back on this busy social life. A tour of Europe with Isaac Milner in 1785
marked the beginnings of Wilberforce's conversion to Evangelical Christianity.
He discussed his spiritual crisis with the Rev. John Newton, the Rector of St.

Mary Woolworth who had been a slave trader before his conversion.

Newton persuaded Wilberforce to stay in public life and Wilberforce joined the
group of leading Evangelical Christians who lived at Clapham and were later to
be known as the "Clapham Sect". Not long afterwards he was approached by
several Abolitionists who asked him to take up the cause of slavery. In 1787,
during a conversation with Pitt and Grenville, Wilberforce decided to give notice

of his intention to raise the subject in the House of Commons.

Wilberforce led the campaign for the abolition of the slave trade in Parliament,
whilst the Abolition society collected evidence and organised petitions. Leaflets,

songs and badges were distributed to rally public opinion. However, their




opponents were also well organised and fought back with their own propaganda.
The progress of abolition was halted by the outbreak of the French Revolution
and a slave rebellion in San Domingo, but in 1807 the Act to abolish the Slave
trade was finally passed, a great victory for Wilberforce and his friends. They
believed that slaves would now be treated more humanely as the supply of

slaves dwindled, but the illegal slave trade flourished.

Five years later, Wilberforce resigned his Yorkshire seat in favour of a quieter
constituency, preferring to spend more time with his family. During his final
years in the Commons he was attacked for not helping the poor in Britain. In
1815 he supported the Corn Laws which raised the price of corn and three years

later approved harsh laws following the Peterloo Massacre.

Wilberforce died on July 29th, 1833, believing the abolition of slavery to be
within reach. On his deathbed he heard that the Bill to free all slaves in the
British Colonies had passed its second reading in the Commons. "Thank God",
he said "that | should have lived to witness a day in which England is willing to
give twenty millions sterling for the Abolition of Slavery". A month after his death

the Bill became law.




A selection of original quotations by William Wilbe rforce during his campaign to
abolish the slave trade:

"(The Slave) Trade, founded in inequity and carried on as this was (must be
abolished). Let the policy be what it might, let the consequences be what they
would, | am from this time determined that | would never rest until | have

effected its abolition."

"Sir, the nature and all the circumstances of this Trade are now laid open to us.
We can no longer plead ignorance. We cannot evade it. We may spurn it. We
may kick it out of the way. But we cannot turn aside so as to avoid seeing it. Let
us make reparation to Africa, as far as we can, by establishing trade upon true
commercial principles, and we shall soon find the rectitude of our conduct

rewarded by the benefits of a regular and growing commerce."

"Whatever may be its success, | have attached my happiness to their cause,
and shall never relinquish it. Supported as | have been, indeed such a desertion
would be most despicable. | have already gained for the wretched Africans the
recognition of their claim to the rank of human beings, and | doubt not but that
the Parliament of Great Britain will no longer withhold from them the rights of

human nature!"

"l ask only for their cool and impatrtial reason, | mean not to accuse anyone but
to take the shame upon myself, in common indeed with the whole Parliament of
Great Britain, for having suffered this horrid trade to be carried on under their
authority. We are all guilty - we all ought to plead guilty, and not to exculpate

ourselves by throwing the blame on others."




Portrait of William Wilberforce MP, Aged 29 by John Rising
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Teachers Notes

Citizenship

KS2 History — QCA Unit 20
KS3 History — QCA Unit 15/22
KS3 Citizenship — QCA Unit 3/1
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Free session — 1 hour




Understanding Slavery
At Wilberforce House

Museums Quarter

Free session

1 hour

Key stages
2-3

Subject

KS2 History — QCA Unit 20
KS3 History — QCA Unit 15/ 22
KS3 Citizenship — QCA Unit 3/1

Workshop Objectives
To understand what it means to be a slave
To understand African culture before the Transatlantic Slave Trade
To understand the reality of the Transatlantic Slave Trade
To understand how the slaves gained their freedom
To understand why we remember William Wilberforce
To develop understanding of the various factors that influenced William Wilberforce and his
contribution toward the abolition of the slave trade
To discuss human rights issues and slavery today
To undertake work in historical interpretation
To infer information from pictures of the past
To provide an opportunity for active learning through handling genuine artefacts
To use a variety of source materials

Your preparation
It would help our staff if the children had a basic understanding of human rights, the Slave trade and /
or William Wilberforce.

Workshop outline
Children will be met by a member of the education team.

During the workshop children will,
Discuss African culture prior to the Transatlantic Slave Trade
Discuss what slavery means.
Split into groups:
Each group will investigate (through authentic written sources, pictures and artefacts) one of
the following; Triangular Trade, The Middle Passage, Life on the Plantations and William
Wilberforce and the Abolition.
Discuss Human rights and whether slavery still exists today.

Key Vocabulary

Slavery, middle passage, colonisation, slavers, plantation, confederacy, abolitionists, emancipation,
civil rights, reconstruction, amendment, discrimination, segregation, a long time ago, before, after,
when, doctor, hygiene, disease, wounds, kind, caring, patient, hard-working, brave, intention, motive,
commemoration, factor, impact, effect, outcome, idea, match, apply, problem, strategy, solution,
theory

If you have any questions relating to the content of the session or would like more information about
Hull Museums Education Service contact:
Hull Museums Education Team on: 01482 613865




